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	 ASTRIX² makes inroads into US satellite market with iXSpace

iXSpace, an iXBlue company, has been awarded by Astrium, part of EADS, a contract to supply four of its Fiber 
Optical sensors for the ASTRIX² 120 inertial measurement units (IMU). 

Based on iXBlue’s technology and developed in cooperation with EADS Astrium for the space applications, 
the 4 gyros Axis that will be integrated within Astrium ASTRIX² IMU, will be provided to Ball Aerospace & 
Technologies Corp., Colorado, USA as Prime contractor of the NASA Joint Polar Satellite System (JPSS-1) 
spacecraft. JPSS-1 forms the civilian element of what began life as the National Polar-Orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System (NPOESS – now separated into distinct civilian and defense programmes) and 
will be used to make weather and climate observations. It is due to be launched in 2016.

Sébastien Ferrand, Project Manager, iXSpace, said, “We have sold more than 80 gyros Axis, over the past 6 
years. However, these are the first units that Astrium will supply to a US customer. Assured performance, a 
short lead time and a growing record in this type of application helped us to penetrate this important market. 
We are very keen to build on this success in the future.”

iXSpace co-developed with Astrium the ASTRIX² family over several years of close collaboration with the 
support of the Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales (CNES) and the European Space Agency (ESA). All ASTRIX² 
IMUs, Astrium Products, have iXSpace gyros Axis inside based on iXBlue’s fiber optic gyroscope technology.

ASTRIX² IMUs are to be found aboard ESA’s Planck satellite, designed to study the origins of the Universe and 
launched in 2009, the two ESA Galileo GPS satellites successfully launched in October this year, and the two 
ESA Pleiades Earth observation satellites, one of which has been launched in December 2011 and the other 
one should be launched in 2012.

ASTRIX² IMUs are defined by their inertial performance. The ASTRIX² 200 is capable of measuring rotational 
rates as low as 0.001 °/h; the ASTRIX² 120, 0.01 °/h; and the ASTRIX² 120HR, 0.1 °/h.

ASTRIX²: ASTRIX is an Astrium trademark 

About iXBlue
The iXBlue group is built around companies, well known for their continuous innovation. The group provides a range 
of fine, high technology equipment, systems and turn-key solutions in the areas of navigation and surveillance, 
underwater positioning and communication, seabed imaging and surveying. iXBlue is able to combine its unique 
technologies, products, systems and services from across its subsidiaries to provide the kind of solutions that cannot 
be found anywhere else in the industry. In 2010, iXBlue counts 500 employees for a turnover of 95 M€.
To learn more about about iXBlue, visit the company’s website at www.ixblue.com 
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